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womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our 
members and other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the 


_ property of womonspace. We reserve 


the right to edit for length and 
content, and to refuse publication. 
Submissions will be published on 
Womonspace’s website, unless 
otherwise agreed. 
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ife is full of little ironies. Two years 

ago, I resigned from my position 

as womonspace newsletter editor 
because, well, I was too damn busy. I 
loved everything about working with 
womonspace, from convincing pro- 
fessed non-writers to put pen to paper 
and write an article, to the last minute 
proofing before we went to print. 
However, the newsletter was a very 
time-consuming volunteer activity, and 
something had to give (and, frankly, 
my “real job” pays better!). It was time 
to put my “baby” (the newsletter) up 
for adoption. 

Now, two years later, life is busier 
than ever before. I have new responsi- 
bilities at work, a new house, and a 
happy little family. Add in my friends 
and a couple of extra-curricular activi- 
ties, and describing my schedule as 
hectic would be an understatement. Yet, 
when I was asked if I was interested in 
taking over the newsletter again, I 
jumped at the chance. It’s not that I’m 
a masochist. Rather, I realized that if 
even one person picks up an issue of 
womonspace—whether they be new to 
town and need to find out where the 
girls are, or they just need a smile so they 
don’t feel so alone in this big world— 
all the blood, sweat and tears that go 
into every issue are worth it. 

There couldn’t be a more exciting 
time to be at the helm of the womonspace 
newsletter. We live in a province that 
seems hell-bent on denying us human 
rights, yet lesbians and gays flourish. We 
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NE Weesis 


love, we commit, and we marry, despite 
what the powers-that-be might say. In a 
poll of Canadians this September, 47% 
were in favour of allowing same sex 
marriage, while 44% were opposed. 
Compare that with a mere 28% of sup- 
port for same sex marriage among 
Albertans in this same poll. In 2000, 
the Alberta government went so far as 
to amend the provincial Marriage Act to 
add a specific reference to the opposite- 
sex meaning of marriage in an attempt 
to prevent changes that might allow 
same sex marriage. 

Yet, despite the obstacles, we are 
surrounded by hope and encourage- 
ment. I am incredibly proud of the 
brave activists and advocates in Alberta 
and across Canada who make it pos- 
sible for those who choose to be legally 
married to do so. Numerous members 
of our community have rallied at the 
Legislature over the last several months 
to ensure that Ralph Klein knows that 
his rights-violating politics won’t be 
taken lying down. 

Now, more than ever, we need to 
speak up and insist that our voices are 
heard. Write your MP (even if you have 
an Alliance MP like me) and tell him 
where you stand. Write Ralph Klein. 
Tell everyone you know that you sup- 
port marriage and equal rights for all. I 
firmly believe that change is inevitable 
and it is only a matter of time before 
gays and lesbians are treated equally 
under the law.v 


MELISSA MARRIES! 


(melissaetheridge.com) 
Melissa Etheridge, 41, and actress Tammy 
Lynn Michaels, 28, were married in 
Malibu, California on September 20. The 
two exchanged identical custom-made 
platinum and diamond wedding bands. 
They said, “We are so grateful for the 
blessings from our friends and family as 
we commence our vows, and begin the 
rest of our lives together.” It’s the first 
domestic partnership for both, who share 
a home in Los Angeles with Etheridge’s 
two children. 


ROSIE’S TABOO 


(associated press) 


When it comes to Taboo, 

Rosie O’Donnell has put 
her money where her mouth is. The former talk- 
show diva is the producer and sole investor in the [HR 
$10 million Boy George musical, opening on Broadway November 13. Rosie 
confidently predicted it would win the Tony Award for best musical next June. 
Taboo, which had a 15-month run in England, focuses on two members of the 
early ’80s London club scene. “It’s Hairspray meets Rent,” said O’Donnell. 


GAYS TURNED AWAY 


(associated free press) 


The first legally married gay couple in Canada was denied entry in the U.S. in 
September because they had filled out a single customs form as a family. Kevin 
Bourassa and Joe Varnell are the couple whose case led an Ontario court to 
recognize gay marriage in June. The customs agent denied them entry as a family 
because the United States does not recognize same-sex marriage. The United States 
allows all members of a family to use the same form. The two men refused to fill 
out separate forms and canceled their trip to Braselton, Georgia, where they were 
due to participate in a human rights conference. 
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COMmuUnity news 
Loud n’ Queer—Rodeo Style! 


by Shona Neil 


et ready to strap on your chaps 
and grab your glitter cowboy hat 
because Loud n’ Queer is going 
rodeo style! Once again, Workshop West 
Theatre and Guys in Disguise are gearing 
up to present the infamous Loud n’ Queer 
Cabaret on November 21 to 23—our 
annual celebration of les-bi-gay per- 
forming arts and culture in Alberta. 

The 2003 edition of Loud n’ Queer 
will, of course, be hosted by Edmonton’s 
loudest and most fabulous Queen, 
Darrin Hagen, with his delightful co- 
hostess, Kristy Harcourt. The cabaret 
acts are fresh ever year, which is the 
best part of Loud n’ Queer. 

Always wild, always new, always in 
need of support of you. This cabaret is 
completely funded by private donations 
and ticket sales. This year, if you choose 
to be one of Loud n’ Queer’s illustrious 
sponsors, you will receive an invitation 
to the special pre-show VIP Soiree and 
to the Sunday evening performance of a 
new version of Nathan Cuckow’s Stand 
Up Homo, plus you'll have the oppor- 
tunity to pick out your favourite table 
seating prior to the rest of the crowd 
taking their seats! 

Tickets are on sale now and going 
quickly! Ron Jenkins, Artistic Director 
for Workshop West Theatre, will be 
directing this fabulous cabaret. Expect 
music, theatre, dance, poetry and many, 
many laughs! April Banigan, Daniela 
Vlaskalic and Chris Fassbender are three 
of the four actors who will “act out” 
many of the hi-jinks and scenes. So, come 
out and be loud and proud of all the 
talent that our community has to offer. 

For tickets or to inquire about being 
a sponsor, call Workshop West Theatre 
at 477-5955. Get your tickets early— 
they sell out every year!¥ 


( 
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Are you the kind of person that 
likes being told what to do? Do you 
want to submit, but don’t know 
what to write? We have all kinds of 
assignments for you at womonspace 
if you can’t think of anything to 
write for the Feature Theme! 


Contact womonspace@hotmail.com 


Now! 

We welcome submissions up to 500 
words of interest to local lesbians: 
letters to the editor, short fiction, 
articles, book and movie reviews, 
poetry, artwork, and photographs. 


Snail mail: womonspace Editor, 
Box 128 Main P.O., 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3J4 


photo courtesy Tina Taylor 


Community news 


On October 25, 22 people attended 
Womonspace’s Annual General 
Meeting, chaired by Julie Lloyd. At 
the AGM, members passed a motion 
to increase membership fees (which 
have not increased in 25 years!) 

by five dollars. The new membership 
fees are now $20 for a single and $30 


for a couple, effective November 1. 


hank you so much to the exiting 
2002-2003 Board members: 
Ginette Gibeault, Carol Cattell, 
Valda Roberts, Shawna Mochnacz, 
and Sally Cooper. Also, thank you to Ria 
Charbonneau, our womonspace adver- 
tising representative, who will also be 
stepping down. The dedication and 
enthusiasm you have all demonstrated 
over the last year won’t be forgotten. 
A huge welcome to the new 2003- 
2004 Womonspace Board, and here’s to 
a fabulous year! 


Introducing your new Womonspace Board! 


= 


left to right: Jennifer, Terri, Cindy, Valda, 
Suzanne, Jaimie, and Rae 


There are many individuals who 
work hard year-round to ensure that 
Womonspace runs smoothly. Thanks to 
newsletter designer Marcey Andrews, 
who makes the newsletter look like a 
million bucks month after month; and 
to Carolina, who works hard keeping 
our award-winning website up and 
running. Unfortunately, Carolina will be 
moving out of the country in December, 
but we are forever thankful for her dedi- 
cation and computer savvy over the past 
several years with Womonspace.¥ 


President: Jaimie Clements 


Vice President: Cindy Bruneau 


Treasurer: Rae Johnson 


Secretary: Vacant 


Newsletter Editor: Suzanne Dawson 


Volunteer Coordinators: Anita van Leeuwen and Tina Fagan 


Membership Coordinator: Valda Roberts 


Public Relations: Terri Hayes 


Activities Coordinator: Jennifer Dahlen 
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Sign up 12:00 noon ~ Tourney starts at 12:30 pom 


pool tour 


November 22, 2003 


Doubles Tourney....beginners paired with 
experts (are there really some out there?!) 


$10.00 entry feé........ total pay out! 


Fun Prizes! 


presented by 


W OO MM @ 8 § 6 ad Gs 
and 


Prism presents 25 cent wings and pizza by the slice! Bar ® Gra 
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Community news 


Our New President: 
Jaimie Clements 


Interview by Suzanne Dawson 

n October 25, 2003, twenty- 

three year old Jaimie Clements 

became the youngest president 
of Womonspace in the history of the 
organization. Like so many other 
Albertans, Jaimie was raised in a small 
town in Saskatchewan. The kind of town 
where you go from kindergarten to grade 
12 with the same group of people, where 
sports are your livelihood, and bush 
parties are your past time. 

In September 1997, Jaimie left 
Shellbrook, SK for Fort McMurray to 
attend Keyano College, where she even- 
tually got a diploma in drama. Coming 


WOM OD 


out in Fort McMurray was about as fun 
as squatting in thistles, so after finishing 
college, she wanted to move anywhere 
but another small town. Jaimie ended 
up in Edmonton, where she knew a few 
people through her college connections. 

Jaimie first heard about Womonspace 
through friends from Fort McMurray. 
“Like a lot of people who move to a 
new city, you want to find a place to 
belong and meet people open to who 
you are. I thought a place like that would 
be great.” She called the Womonspace 
phone line to get more information about 
the lesbian scene and eventually ventured 
out to a Womonspace dance. Two years 
later, Jaimie took on a position with the 
Womonspace Board. 

About why she got involved in 
Womonspace, Jaimie says, “I ran for 
Secretary last year because I wanted to 
be a part of a community group and help 
out any way I could. Also, I thought it 
would be a great experience for me per- 
sonally and a chance to develop myself 
further.” Some of her responsibilities as 
Secretary included taking minutes at the 
monthly Board meetings, checking the 
Womonspace voice mail and responding 
to requests for information. She didn’t 
realize how far she had come until one 
day, while documenting a voice mail 
message in the phone line log book, the 
pages of the book flipped back and the 
name “Jaimie” and the date “September 
25, 1999” popped off the pages. She 
remembered having phoned the organi- 
zation looking for information around 
that time! Her involvement in the orga- 
nization had come full circle. 

Jaimie’s favourite part of being on 
the Womonspace Board is “the fact that 
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I get to work with a bunch of great 
people and put on events for everyone 
to come and enjoy. Sometimes it is hard 
work but we have a lot of fun doing 
it!” That’s why she decided to run for 
the position of President this year. Her 
vision for the organization is to have it 
continue growing and fulfilling a much- 
needed role in Edmonton. “I think the 
foundation of Womonspace is very strong 
and it will continue to be a big part of 
the lesbian community in Edmonton. 
Women will always be in need of extra- 
curricular activities to get them out of 
the house and socialize in a safe envi- 
ronment. I’m sure there will be some 
changes as new board members come 
in and old board members go out, but I 
think the basic activities like the dances 
will be a constant.” And, with any luck, 
so will Jaimie.¥ 


Jackie VYurko Se, NED. 


Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine 


6523 - 111 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6H AR5 


Phone: (780) 430-4553 
Fax: (780) 430-0851 
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WE NEED YOU! 


Womonspace is 


looking for a new 


newsletter designer!! 


For more information, contact 
womonspace@hotmail.com asap 


Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 
Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


Munity news 


we need you! 


Future Directions for GLCCE 


by Roz Ostendorf and Steve Rowan, Co-Chairs 


LCCE is a non-profit, volunteer- 

based organization. Our volun- 

teers have been proudly providing 
services to people in the Edmonton area 
since 1971. Our core activities are peer 
support and a drop-in centre. We also 
provide free meeting space to groups 
too numerous to mention and provide 
other programs and services when 
resources are available. 

In recent years, our volunteer and 
financial support has decreased. 
Government funding is less available 
and, as other LGBT groups expand, 
our member and volunteer base has 
decreased. The need for our services to 
people dealing with sexual and gender 
related issues has not decreased. As 
sexuality-related items are more com- 
monly discussed in the media and by 
the public, the need for our services is 
increasing. 

In order for GLCCE to continue 
providing services we require more 
members, board members, volunteers, 
and financial support. We have received 
tremendous support from a small, core 
group of very dedicated people. We are 
very grateful for their contributions, 
but we cannot continue to ask them to 
do more. 


We need you. We need your energy, 
vision, sponsorships and contributions 
of time and money to help keep our 
vital services going. Our goals for the 
coming months are: 

1. Raise $10,000 through memberships 

and donations by Dec. 31, 2003, 

. Receive additional pledges to cover 

a portion of the $50,000 per year 

that is required for core operations 

in 2004 (rent and staff), 

Recruit an additional 40 hours per 

week of new volunteer time by Dec. 

31/03; 

4. Recruit new board and committee 
members to fill vacancies by Dec. 
31/03. 

To update the community on our pro- 

gress and discuss the situation, a special 

general meeting will be held later this 
year. We are also planning our annual 
general meeting in January 2004 when 
we will present the results of our efforts 
and provide GLCCE members with 
options for the future, including reducing 
services or closing the office if necessary. 

For more information on these impor- 

tant meetings or to keep up to date on 

the progress toward our goals, visit our 
website at www.edmce.net/glcce 

If you have comments or questions 
about this matter, please contact the 
GLCCE office at 488-3234 or send an 
e-mail to support@glcce.org. If a volun- 
teer is not available to take your call, 
please remember to include your name, 
phone number and e-mail address in 
the message. Please help make GLCCE 
a strong organization that our com- 
munity can rely on and can help our 
community grow. Do your part. Get 
involved in helping our community 
grow, and thank you to the people who 
are already responding to this call to 
action.¥ 
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Intimate 
Attitudes 


Meghan Cox 
Independent Consultant 


Evenings of Adventure 
Direct Sales 


(780) 454 8120 
(780) 619 1755 


meghan-cox@intimateattitudes.com 
www.intimateattitudes.com 


plus airfare ~ 


Movone. CIty CENTRE 


10200-102 AVENUE... 429-2233 
1-888-255-0515 
E-MAIL...GLEN@ALGONQUINTRAVEL.COM 
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nly $1995.00 US. 


Douglas Design 


Select Framing Inc. 


“When all you want to spend...is 
more time at home” 


8606 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton 
780.413.8250 


-on call 


Caring MAINTENANCE, 


RENOVATION, REPAIRS 


Plumbing, Electrical, Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Framing, Doors, Decks, 
Interior Renovations, 
and much more! 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 


Quality workmanship available at your 
convenience, at Reasonable Rates! 
Seniors Discount 


(780) 477-7874 


housedr@telusplanet.net 
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same-sex Marriages 


Protesting the Protest 
by Lindy Pratch 


a heard there was to be a rally pro- 
f testing same-sex marriage legislation 
at the Alberta legislature grounds 
on September 21 and I decided to go, to 
voice the opposite viewpoint. To protest 
the protest. On the way there, on the 
LRT, a group sitting near me talked about 
gay marriage being against God and 
family. I worried that I had brought no 
sign or placard with me. Not even a but- 
ton on my jacket. How would people tell 
which side I was on? I felt unprepared. 
I was relieved to see plenty of famil- 
iar, friendly faces when I arrived. Some 
people carried large pink triangles and 
signs supporting same-sex marriage, 
some had none. I was especially happy 
to see straight couples and church groups 
with placards and banners supporting 
equality for all. The weather was sunny 
and the general mood seemed upbeat. 
Several placards from the opponents 
of same-sex marriage disturbed me. 
“Sodomy = Sin,” “Homosexuality 
causes AIDS” and signs referring to the 
gay agenda had me wondering if the 
event might turn ugly. Many of the 
signs appeared to have been lettered by 
the same hand. These all had male and 
female washroom symbols on them and 
slogans like “Natural Marriage = 1 Man 
+ 1 Woman.” I saw a t-shirt with these 
symbols and the words “Straight Pride.” 
_ The speakers used religion as the 
reason they opposed same-sex marriage. 
I had expected this. What I didn’t expect 
was the degree of fanaticism. A speaker 
who claimed to represent the community 
of women told us that God created 
“WOMB-an” from Adam. She said 
woman is the “receptacle” for man’s 
“thing” {much laughter around me) and 
that a woman is an “incubator” (more 


incredulous laughter), made only to be 
“a helper to man.” A voice behind me 
shouted, “Change the channel!” 
Several speakers used a biological 
argument against same-sex marriage. 
This view is uninformed (a wide variety 
of animals engage in same-sex sexual 
activity and form same-sex pair bonds) 
and inconsistent. (Would the marriage 
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licences of heterosexual couples unable 
or unwilling to procreate be revoked?) 

Another speaker told us the name of 
our country, the Dominion of Canada, 
does not refer to us being under the 
dominion of the Queen, but rather under 
the dominion of God. And therefore 
this is a Christian country and therefore 
laws which do not uphold the laws of 
God are unconstitutional. Much of his 
offensive speech was drowned out by 
a chorus of “SHAME! SHAME! 
SHAME!” and “Jesus loves us too!” 

I was disheartened by the extent of 
verbal gay bashing at the microphone. 
I would have been frightened too, had 
I not been surrounded by people who 
challenged hateful words as they were 
spoken and laughed at ridiculous state- 
ments like, “Marriage is the cradle of 
civilization.” 


Auto M. 


Come see Sonja and the staff at Auto MD for all 


One of the organizers, upset by the 
heckling, announced, “This is a private 
rally.” People laughed and responded, 
“This is public space!” Another speaker 
told us, “You people aren’t gay. You’re 
noisy!” 

Throughout the speeches, there was 
subtle shuffling and shifting going on 
amid the listeners on the steps of the 
legislature as people maneuvered their 
placards or rainbow flags to obscure 
signs with opposing views. I looked 
around, trying to judge numbers. It 
seemed to be about half and half, for 
and against, in a crowd of roughly 500 
people. Aside from some very brief 
scuffles, the event was peaceful and we 
all sang O Canada at the closing. I 
changed the very last word of the 
anthem to “equality,” shouting it out. 
I was glad that I went.v 


3 


your automotive service needs. 


“iy, 


10562 104 Street 
Edmonton, AB 
ph.780.420.6272 
{x.780.426.6272 


Partially lesbian-owned and operated. 
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Great Expectations 


by Joan White Calf 


| © treat our friends better than 
| our spouses. Probably because 

our friends wouldn’t put up 
with our crap for one minute before 
telling us to fuck off. But we truly believe 
that if we are married to someone we 
can be as rude and as ranting as we 
want, because we own each other’s ass. 
Marriage certifies our right to own and 
exploit each other’s strengths and 
weaknesses. It is the ultimate in small 
business partnerships. 

The queer community celebrates 
these committed unions, but we want 
to be legal. We are already as miserable 
as the heteros are in their family units, 
but they at least get some restitution for 
their pain. We like the concept of the 
‘money back guarantee’ that marriage 
will bring us. Eternal security and com- 
pany and regular sex sounds like a pretty 
good deal, even though we know that 


A White Calf original 


boredom will rear it’s ugly head even- 
tually, and after the sex dies down, we 
will find lots of ways to spend time 
together. Like cursing and calling each 
other bad names and telling our sup- 
porters about what a crazy bitch our 
partner is. All the while keeping our per- 
sonal business goals on high priority. 
When we feel like it’s a good time to 
consolidate our new ‘interests’ we will 
gleefully do so. It’s all in the name of 
love and lies and after we have stretched 
the time line of compatibility to sand- 
wich wrap thinness, we break-up, only 
to never leave each other ever, and start 
all over again. 

We get squat for our grief. Let’s even 
up the score a bit shall we? How about 
some monetary benefits, like discounted 
dental services—tongue surgery maybe, 
or perhaps mole removal. Along with 
paid maternity leave, let’s add ‘sexual 
deviant stress leave.’ In return for our 
new status in this western culture we 
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will humbly acknowledge that we do 
indeed threaten the ruling power 
structure, and loudly declare that being 
homosexual is not a social issue but a 
political one and we will say, “So very 
fucking sorry,” and all the while we 
will continue paying ridiculous taxes 
and insurance fees and thereby con- 
tributing to the economic standards of 
the ruling class. 

My friend Leah has another solution 
to the same sex marriage issue—just 
get rid of it all. No more marriage for 
straights or queers. That would put us 
where we are right now anyway. People 
spending time together until they feel 
like not spending time together and 
then going somewhere else. No fuss, no 
drama, just Zen existence, with our 
own conscience as our guide. This new 
lifestyle would hit some sectors of 
our economy pretty hard for a while 
though. Pharmaceutical purchases and 
counseling services for ‘stress’ would 
topple our infrastructure temporarily, 
but in the long run we would be okay. 
Instead of all those dollars spent on 
wellness we would just go out and buy 
a bag of candy. Same highs and lows of 
emotions but the time span would be 
seconds instead of years, leaving us more 
time as productive workers. 

Capitalism would take a bit of a blow 
to the crotch too. Marriage to baby car- 
riage does produce more little consumers 
but the recovery rate would give us a 
more reliable market economy. People 
buying and producing only what they 
really require would reduce landfills and 
solve many life threatening environ- 
mental problems, like bad water and 
no breathable air. If we are still alive 
and healthy enough to screw, we 
would carry on and so would our 
world as we know it, god bless us all. 
Ciao belles...later.v 
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Magazines, pride supplies, boots and shoes 


next month’s topic 


Who is YOUR Lesbian Idol? 
She inspires you. She makes 
you want to sing and dance. 

Her name could be Melissa, 
or Ellen, or mom. Sports 
heroes, activist heroes, 
community heroes, and 
super heroes! Write in and 
let us know who you think 
should be crowned with 
glory. Send your thoughts. by 
November 15th to 
womonspace@hotmail.com 


780-428-LTHR 


426 8th Ave. S.E. 
Calgary 
403-265-7789 


B&D S 
EMPORIUM & 
®O 

Clothing for bad £ 
boys and girls 3 
9652 Jasper Avenue wa 
Edmonton a) 

& 
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our years and two weeks after our 
wonderful commitment ceremony 
in Edmonton, we were legally 

married in B.C. 

Our adventure started with an 
Internet search looking for Marriage 
Commissioners (the equivalent to J.P.s, 
people who perform civil marriages in 
B.C.). The town of McBride came up 
and caught our fancy! If you have to 
leave home to marry, what can be more 
perfect for a lesbian couple than a place 
called McBride? Because we have heard 
that some jurisdictions in Ontario are 
still refusing to issue licenses to same- 
sex couples, we nervously called the town 
office to find out if there would be a 
problem and to find out just how to go 
about obtaining it. We called McBride 
Vital Statistics and said, “Hello, do you 
issue marriage licenses?” prompting the 
reply, “ Yes, that’s what we do.” I asked, 
“Do you have any problems issuing one 
to a same-sex couple?” After a short 
pause, the woman said, “I don’t know, 


Adventures in Martia 


e; Making it Legal” 


by Roz and Karen 


is that legal here?” I replied, “Yes, it has 
been for a few months” and she said, 
“Well, I guess it’s no problem then.” 
With that assurance, I headed off to 
McBride to get the license and meet the 
Marriage Commissioner, and generally 
scope out the place. Letting my imagi- 
nation rip, I wondered what would go 
wrong, especially at the town office. I 
supposed the person I talked to had 
spoken to her colleagues and they were 
going to round up the townspeople to 
run me out of town at the end of a 
pitchfork, but thankfully, no one batted 
an eye. I completed the paper work, 
arranged as much of the day as I could, 
reluctantly left our newly acquired 
license with the Commissioner, and 
returned home. 

The morning of the wedding was 
warm and bright, but McBride exhibited 
typical B.C. weather—overcast, windy, 
and on the verge of rain. Our hosts had 
selected two ideal options: Halfway 
Lookout, which is aptly located halfway 
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up one of the Rocky Mountains (the 
chain forming one side of the mountains 
surrounding McBride) and overlooks 
the community and the Fraser River 
valley; and Horseshoe Lake, a bird 
sanctuary/gazebo that Karen was thank- 
ful contained almost no birds at this 
time of year. In deference to the weather, 
we chose Horseshoe Lake. We had the 
opportunity to see Halfway Lookout 
later in the day, and decided either one 
of the spots was a breathtaking and 
spectacular place to tie the knot. 

Our Marriage Commissioner greeted 
us with, “Ah, Ralph’s refugees.” Despite 
the sober reminder that we were away 
from home, our marriage ceremony was 
wonderful. We were very happy to have 
our friends, Zoe and Jennifer, there to 
be our witnesses. Their friends, Sheri and 
Lynn, made excellent photographers and 
hosts for the after-ceremony feast. And 
they even brought their dogs, so we had 
the benefit of canine witnesses (a fact 
we are still keeping from our own furry 
monsters who had to stay home). 
Wallets, Swiss-Army knives and rocks 
helped weigh down the rainbow flag 
on the picnic table so we could sign the 
appropriate paperwork in lavender/ 
purple ink. 

We returned to our hosts’ home for 
the requisite post-ritual feast. The only 
glitch was that it took three or four 
women and a lot of sweat and silent 
cursing to open the champagne bottle! 

After a quick tour of town, we left 
to spend our first night as a legally 
sanctioned married couple in Jasper. 
“Well,” joked one of us as we crossed 
the Alberta border, “I guess we’re not 
married anymore.” The other replied, 
“You know, I don’t think Ralph has the 
authority to un-marry us.” At least 
that’s our story and we’re sticking to it! 

We would like to thank our friends 
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Jennifer and Zoe for accompanying us, 
our hosts Sheri, Shelley and Lynn for 
scouting out locations and welcoming 
us into their home, and their dogs Bo 
and Tip, for barking and tail wagging at 
all the right moments. We would also like 
to thank our Marriage Commissioner 
for her courage and support and a 
wonderful ceremony, the governments 
of Canada and B.C. for showing some 
leadership and support for equality, 
and the lesbian and gay couples and 
individuals who have sacrificed much 
and worked hard so that we could 
enjoy our wedding day. We would also 
like to thank our many friends, queer 
and straight, who offered their encour- 
agement, support, and frequently, 
delight at the news of our legal marriage. 
It does feel different, although it’s hard 
to describe how, and no, we’re not 
changing our names!¥ 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor's referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 


15 


16 


Same-sex marriages 


This Hour Has 22 Minutes 


(Courtesy of Salter Communications and CBC TV) 


Sean Magumder as announcer: 
And now, here’s a word from our sexual 
affairs correspondent, Babe Bennett. 


Cathy Jones as Babe Bennett: 

If you ask me, these people protesting 
against same-sex marriage are just a 
bunch of married people lookin’ for an 
excuse to get out of the house. What? 
Do they think the future of civilization 
is going to crumble or something if two 
gals or two fellas are allowed to get 
hitched? Like somehow marriage is 
going to be tainted now that gay people 
are getting in on it? Hah! I say, why not 
let them have a go at it? 

Pil tell you right now that marriage 
is no stroll in the park as it is. I can’t see 
it getting any worse. I’ve always figured 
half the reason people are gay is so that 
they don’t have to get married. That 
sure would make life easy. 


Marriage: the gay folks can have it 
as far as I’m concerned if they think it’s 
so peachy. Who needs it? Twenty years 
with the same old oaf walking through 
the house with muddy boots on, won’t 
lift a hand to help with the dishes or 
laundry. And you can’t kick him out, the 
farthest he’ll go is the garage. ’Til death 
do you part isn’t soon enough if you ask 
me. And if you want any loving, well it 
better be your birthday or anniversary 
or forget about it! Same-sex marriage, 
don’t tell me, ask me! Same sex over 
and over and over again! 

I don’t see why us straight folks 
should be the only ones allowed to be 
miserable. Equality works both ways, 
you know. I say let’m get married. I'll tell 
you right now, they won’t have much to 
be gay about. I don’t mean that, I’m just 
goofin’ around, that’s all. 


—Excerpt from Episode 1, Season 10, 
October 9, 2003, CBC TV 


Forever 


by Christiane 


It starts with your soft, round cheek that I cup tenderly with my 


hand. Then your blue, blue eyes, all at once so knowing and so 


innocent. Your eyes that pull me to you, that patiently wait till ’'ve 


said my piece. Then your hands, hot healing hands, seductive, direct, 


safe, holding my secrets. Then your lips that whisper, smile, kiss, hold 


me in my skin, pinning me to the present. Then your mind, your 


heart, your spirit that wrap themselves around me, soaring beyond 


words, promises made real, real like your soft, round cheek where it 


all comes back and starts all over again. 


—Christiane married Darlene in Vancouver on October 25, 2003 
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Indulge your passion 
for books! 

Call or visit 

the Orlando Corner 
at Audreys Books 
for the best 


in Lesbian Literature, 
Erotica, Sexuality, Humour, 
books on Coming Out, 
Relationships and more... 


plus, register as a former 

Orlando Books customer 
and become a member of 

Audreys Book Club 

at no charge 


ludreys 


“aur C. Low 


vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women s Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
T: 604.254.2543 

Toll Free: 1.888.WYM. WARE 

www. Wwomynsware.com 


950 Canada Wester Bank Dlace 
S 10303 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3N6 
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(780) 442-4417 
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Community news 


Curling With Pride Kicks off New Season 


, inter is settling in and with 

\ . 

the cold weather the question 
“we arises, “What does a girl do 


with her Friday nights?” The answer is 
simple, “Curl!” As curling has recently 
become an official Olympic sport, you 
may have noticed that there are many 
opportunities in Edmonton to curl. 
There is a curling club in most neigh- 
bourhoods. What you may not have 
heard is that one of those curling clubs 
contains a vibrant gay and lesbian league! 

Curling With Pride has been in exis- 
tence for six years. We welcome anyone 
interested in playing recreational curling 
in a dynamic league. Curling With Pride 
invites everyone to the Shamrock Curling 
Club, 9330-80 Ave., Friday nights at 
9 pM. Our league is proud of the cama- 
raderie between its members. Our senior 
curlers are organizing no-cost curling 
clinics to polish old skills while learning 
new techniques. Don’t have a broom or a 
slider? No problem! The club has loaner 
equipment in addition to a complete 
pro-shop. A few cocktails in the 
Shamrock Lounge follow every Friday 
curling session. 

Fees for the season (October 2003 
to April 2004) are $180.00. You can 
pay in two installments, with the first 
$90 due immediately and the second 
$90 payable in January by post-dated 
cheque. The drop in fee is $12/night. If 
you are placed on the spare list, you can 
curl for four nights free if you are called 
as a sub for someone. After your fourth 
free session, you will be charged the 
drop-in rate of $12 per night. All new 
curlers receive one free night of curling 
on us to see how much fun you'll have. 
You'll be back for more. 


by Curling with Pride 


The City of Champions’ curlers are 
starting the year by hosting the Fourth 
Annual Icebreaker Bonspiel from 
November 7 to 9. Curlers from coast to 
coast start the winter sporting season by 
accepting Edmonton’s challenge. The 
event has continued to grow each year. 
With your help, it will become the most 
successful GLBT curling event in Canada! 
This year, Curling With Pride co-hosts 
the Icebreaker Bonspiel with Northern 
Chaps. Leather and kilts will be the 
order of the weekend. 

The Icebreaker Weekend kicks off 
on Friday, November 7 with a private 
Registration Party at Woody’s, 
featuring Drag Races, Karaoke, and 
Let’s Make ‘Em Squeal! Saturday 
morning starts with breakfast at the 
Shamrock Curling Club for spectators 
and curlers, then curlers take to the ice. 
Spectators have their choice of watching 
curling or attending Tops to Bottoms— 
the Basics, a leather workshop hosted 
by Mr. Edmonton Leather, Scott Bryen. 
Saturday night is the big dance at the 
Hellenic Hall from 9 pM until 1 AM. In 
the spirit of Queer as Folk, there will 
be games and a light show. On Sunday, 
the Bonspiel concludes with a second 
day of curling, dinner, piping by the 
Big Rock Pipers, and an awards cere- 
mony. Curlers and Leathermen/women 
join forces one last time on Sunday 
night for a Survivors Party at Buddy’s. 
Northern Chaps is offering Weekend 
Leather Packages. Curling with Pride is 
offering Bonspiel and Spectator 
packages. For more information, visit 
http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride 
or e-mail curlingwithpride@shaw.cav 
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resource directory 


List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or Womonspace@hotmail.com 


arts 

Circle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 7 PM 
at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 
10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 
479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 
Women’s Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 PM. Call 
Debra at 436-8415. 


athletics 


Curling with Pride Fridays 9 pm at Shamrock 
Curling Club until April. Spares welcome. 
No previous experience required. Call 
Lance at 479-2038 or ldeeka@hotmail.com 


Lacrosse League Ladies drop-in. Wednesdays 
9:30-10:30 PM at Westmount Fitness Centre’s 
big gym, 12840-109 Ave. Ladies drop-in. 
Beginners are welcome! Please join us for fun 
and fitness! Call Helen Brooks at 454-4753. 


Making Waves Swim (lu) Mondays 8:30 pM and 
Thursdays 7:30 PM at NAIT Swimming Pool. 
Call Jan at 454-9987 or makingwaves_edm@ 
yahoo.com 


Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking for 
new members. We bow] for fun! Saturdays 
5-7 pm at Gateway Lanes until April. 
Contact Joy or Kelsi at 922-4302. 


churches 

Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voicemail). 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian church. 
Sundays at 7 PM at Garneau United Place, 
11148-84 Ave. Call 474-0753. 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
Icedmonton@lcna.org 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 
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november 2003 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming United 
Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740-19 Ave. 
Call the church office at 435-2028 or Debbie 
at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 


compusmart.ab.ca 


focus groups 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues in 
relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca 
or kris.wells@shaw.ca 

hangouts for lesbians 

Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; French 
Meadow: 11212 Jasper Ave; Organic Roots 
Cafe: 8225-112 St; Prism: 10249-107 St; 
The Roost: 10345-104 St 


leisure groups 

Breakfast Clu) Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Robin at 418-1609 before evening of 
the Friday before to ensure your reservation. 


Edmonton Women Social activity group meets 
monthly. Call Tracy at 619-9723. 


Inside/OUT A new network and social organi- 
zation for LGBTQ faculty, graduate students 
academic, and support staff of the UofA. 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 
OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 
www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 


The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 PM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 


radio 

Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 
CJSR 88.5 FM. 

support services 


Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 


Bisexual Support Group GLCCE, last Wednesday of 
the month, 7:30 pM. Contact bipride@telus.net 
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resource directory 


Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the third Monday 
of the month at a bi-friendly location. Contact 
bweoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill at 
422-6207. 

GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
9912-106 St. Drop-in, peer counselling and 
library. M-F 1:30 pM—5:30 pM; 7-10 PM. 
Thursdays 7:30 PM women’s drop-in. Call 
488-3234 or glcce@compusmart.ab.ca. 


CARE Interfaith Center for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Education. Call Mickey Wilson at 448- 
1768 or icare@oanet.com 


... Continued. 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
month 7:30 pM at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958 or pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
Transgender/Transsexual Support GLCCE, last 
Tuesday of the month 7:30 pM. Call 488- 
3234. 

Yours, Mine, Ours 6 Us Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Garry 


at 426-6311. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7-9 PM 
at GLCCE, email yuyedm@hotmail.com, or 
visit yuyouth@tripod.com 


Thanks very much to Lindy Pratch for updating the newsletter’s 
resource directory listings. 


classifieds 


accommodations 
Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. Open 


year round with cabins, hiking, x-country 
skiing, skating and more. Call Geri 586-0002. 


_ Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 


Nova Scotia Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15-Oct 15. (902) 224-1563 
Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 


AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


opportunities 

Are you looking for time freedom? less stress?? 
more money??? Then this is the business for 
you! Call 1-248-955-2901 for recorded busi- 
ness overview, or Jaimie at 465-7468 for 
more information. 


GLCCE Volunteers Needed. We need hosts 
(daytime and evening), and help organizing 
a facilitator-lead workshop on LGBT 
parenting issues in late 2003. Visit 
www.edme.net/glece or call 488-3234. 


Classified ad deadline is § pH on November isth. Three lines max. Free to members, $s to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


2003/04 Edmonton Entertainment Books for 
sale to raise money for GLCCE. Hundreds of 
50%-off and 2-for-1 discount coupons. 
Cost: $40. Phone Debra at 436-8415 
(evenings and weekends), 492-1797 (days) 
or email dhathawa@alri.ualberta.ca 


For Sale: Extra lean ground beef from certi- 
fied organic farm. Call 780-764-2319 or 
email blumkad@telusplanet.net for details. 


If you were looking for a way to volunteer 
for Womonspace but didn’t know how, here’s 
your chance. Be the new advertising repre- 
sentative. Send emails to womonspace@ 
hotmail.com if you’re interested. 


lam an editorial portait photographer looking 
for lesbians to volunteer for my fun little 
project Dykes in Their Favourite Hats—Across 
Canada. For more information, please contact 
me, Wendy at pooguboo@sympatico.ca 


Womonspace is looking for an apprentice to 
take over the website. Contact womonspace@ 
hotmail.com 
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what's up in november 


monday, november 3, 7:30 pm 
_ Women’s Coming Out Group. This is 
the first session of a six-week workshop 
that will be a safe place for adult 
all ages who are questioning 
sexual orientation or newly 
esbanisexual, Trained facilitators and 
speakers. Topics include relationships, 
community resources, health issues, self- 
acceptance, homophobia, etc. No charge 
for attendance but you must register in 
_ advance by calling 488-3234 or 
e ailing your name and phone number 
to glcceadm@telus.net 


: -gaturday, november 8, 9 an 
Icebreaker Curling Breakfast and 


onspiel. Breakfast for spectators and 


ees then curlers take to the 1 ice. 


Saturday, ipseinber 6 8, 9 9 pm tolem 
Icebreaker Dance. In the spirit of Queer 
_as Folk, there will be games and a light 
show. Hellenic Hall, 10450-116 St. 
\dvance tickets at B&D Emporium. 
_ Cost: $12/advance, $1 5/door. 


vember 9, 10 am to 6 pm 
Icebreaker Curling Bonspiel. The 


onspiel concludes with a second day 


Shamrock Curling Club, e 
9330-80 Ave. Contact — 
curlingwithpride@shaw.ca 
monday, november 10, 7:30 pm 
_ Women’s Coming Out Group. This is 


your last chance to sign up for his 


Mabie nsca ce november 2003 


friday, november 14, 7 pn 
Edmonton Women Tea and Dessert. 


_. Meet other lesbians for tea and dessert. 


Steeps, 12411-Stony Plain Rd, Call 
Tracy at 619-9723. 


_ saturday, november 15, 9 pm to Lom 


CFR Country Mixed Womonspace 
Dance co-sponsored by the Pride _ 
Committee. Westmount Hall, 10970- 
127 St. Cost: $5/member with card, 
$8/non-member. Leave a message at 
482-1794 to volunteer. 


- friday and saturday, november 21 and 22 


11th Annual Loud ‘n Queer Cabaret. 

Two nights of original performance 
about queer life on the prairies. — 

Edmonton writers, actors and singers 


put on their best duds and go trick | 


_ riding for the folks in the stands! 
Hosted by Kristy. Harcourt and Darrin 


__ Hagen. Workshop West. Call ahead for. 


. tickets at 477-5955. 


- november 28 to december 1, 9 a 
Movie: Benzina. 

This slightly surreal Italian road movie 

tweaks the Thelma and Louise mythos 


with just the right amount of moody teen 
spirit. Lenni is the meek, bespectacled 
_ girlfriend of butch mechanic Stella and 


_ together they run a gas station/coffce _ 
shop. They live in a middle-of-nowhere 


_ paradise that is soon lost with the arrival 


of Lenni’s controlling, disapproving 


mother who tries to drag her daughter _ 
back home. Soon Lenni’s mother is © 


lying dead, and hell is getting ready to 
break loose. The girls take off on a 

__road trip with mom’s corpse in the 

trunk, but their nocturnal journey is _ 


- repeatedly interrupted. Metro Cinema 
_ (Zeidler Hall, main floor of the Citadel 


Theatre), 9828-101A Ave. 
— Calas 
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Saturday, November 15 


9pm to 1am 


Womenspace CFR, Countty 


co-sponsored by the Pride Committee 


Put your cowboy boots on and ge 


{ 


~ Westmount Hall 
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10970 - 127 Street 
$5/members and $8/non-members 
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€ @ membership form; 
(Confidentiality Assured) 


Name(s) 

Address 

City Postal Code 
Phone E-mail. 

12 month membership fee: 


$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


{4 New Member C1 Renewal QO Associate 

1) I would like to be a volunteer 

(J Please mail my newsletter to my home Total Encloeed: 
J I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events $ 


I I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events |' 


J I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 
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